
Limiting searches in Google 

 If you would like to use Google to search for information at school, you must use one of 

the following limits. These push Google to only search certain types of sites to give you 

much better sources of information. This takes out all of the blogs, Yahoo answers, 

Wikipedia and sites for selling things. 

o To use the limits, you type in your regular search terms and then include the 

limiters (site:extension) 

o Type in site:edu and Google limits only “edu” sites that are maintained by 

Universities, colleges, schools and entities like the Smithsonian. The purpose of 

these sites is to educate, so you are more likely to find good sources of 

information. 

o Type in site:gov and Google limits to only “gov” sites that are maintained by the 

US government (and there is a lot of information from government departments 

like the EPA, FDA, Dept of Energy, NASA, etc.) 

o You can also limit further to a specific domain within the extension. So, let’s say I 

am doing something on the environment. I may want to search just EPA 

(Environmental Protection Agency) sites – so I would put in site:epa.gov 

 

 

A few reference sites for science information or searching: 

 Librarian directory - http://ipl2.org/  

o Instead of an automated search engine, this is a database of sources maintained 

by librarians throughout the country. So, the sites are included based on a 

person deciding it is a good source – versus just by popularity and key words like 

search engines like Google or Yahoo 

 National Geographic www.kids.nationalgeographic.com 

 Scientific American www.scientificamerican.com  

 Science News for Kids www.sciencenewsforkids.org  

 PBS/NOVA http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova   

 “4 Kids sites” 

o www.chemistry4kids.com 

o www.physics4kids.com 

o www.biology4kids.com 

o www.geography4kids.com 

o www.cosmos4kids.com 

 

http://ipl2.org/
http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/
http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova
http://www.chemistry4kids.com/
http://www.physics4kids.com/
http://www.biology4kids.com/
http://www.geography4kids.com/
http://www.cosmos4kids.com/


Having trouble finding “good references”? 

 Good references are necessary for the background section of your science fair project. A 

“credible source” is particularly important when working with information from the internet.  

 Credible sources of information include experts in the field (scientists, university professors and 

departments, government organizations). Sites with “.edu” and “.gov” extensions are often 

good sources.  

 Online encyclopedias and magazines are also good, credible sources of information.  

 Sometimes a site may have the look of scientific information, but it is biased and not based on 

evidence. 

 You are looking for scientific information for your background section, not opinions. Remember 

what we learned about the nature of science at the beginning of the course.  

 If you’re not having luck with internet sources, remember, library books and magazines are a 

great source of information because they have been reviewed and published.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reference list 
 

We will go through how to cite sources in class so that you’re prepared to do this for your 

project. Most scientists use the American Psychological Association (APA) system for citation 

and references; general guidelines are as follows: 
 

1. Give the last name of the author followed by initials. Include all of the authors’ names  in full. 

2. Alphabetize your entries by last name of author or editor. If there is neither, use the first 

important word in the title. 

3. Indent the second and additional lines of each entry five spaces. 

4. Place the date of publication in parenthesis immediately after the last author’s name. 

5. Underline or italicize the titles and subtitles of books; capitalize only the first word of the title 

and subtitle (as well as all proper nouns). 

 

Examples: 

 

BOOKS 

Author’s last name, Initials. (Year of Publication). Title of Book. City of Publication: 

 Publisher 

 

Emery, K.O. (2010). A Coastal Pond Studied by Oceanographic Methods. Woods Hole, 

 MA: Oyster Pond Environmental Trust Inc. 

 

MAGAZINE or JOURNAL ARTICLES 

If Author is Named: 

Author’s last name, Initials. (Year of Publication). Title of article. Journal name (or 

 abbreviation). Volume (number), page numbers. 

 

Weiss, P. (May 13, 2011). Gravity gets measured to a greater certainty. Science News, 

 Volume 157, No. 20, 311-312 

 

If No Author is Named: 

Title of Article. (Year of Publication). Journal Name. Volume (number), page numbers. 

 

Gravity gets measured to a greater certainty. (May 13, 2011). Science News, Volume 15, 

 No. 20, 311-312 

 

INTERNET SOURCES 

If Author is Named: 

Author, A. (Date). Title. Retrieved on date from http://www.website address 

 (It’s ok if your author is a company name. You need to fill in your retrieval date) 
 

Smith, M. (Dec. 2, 2010). How to Do Your Science Project. Retrieved on October 8, 2011 from 

 http://www.scifair.com 

 

If No Author is Named: 

Title. (Date). Retrieved on date from http://www.website address 

 (You need to fill in your retrieval date) 
 

How to Do Your Science Fair Project. (Dec.2, 2010). Retrieved on October 8, 2011 from 

 http://www.scifair.com 


